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1. What was the total amount of the district’s Section 31a allocation for the 2025-26 school 

year? $798,856.05 
 

2. Describe the district’s methodology and decision-making for distributing Section 31a At-risk 
grant funds to target the buildings with the highest needs. 

• Because Uplift Michigan Online School operates as a full-time virtual K-12 
public charter school, it is classified as a single-building district. As a 
result, the district does not need to divide or prioritize funding across 
multiple physical locations; 100% of the Section 31a At-risk grant funds 
received are allocated directly to Uplift Michigan Online School to serve its 
student population.   

• To ensure these funds are distributed internally to target the specific 
students with the highest needs, Uplift utilizes a Multi-Tiered System of 
Supports (MTSS) framework. The district’s methodology relies on rigorous 
performance analytics, analyzing data from state and benchmark 
assessments—including M-STEP, NWEA, and the SAT. Through continuous 
data-based decision-making, school leadership and instructional teams 
identify at-risk students and strategically deploy Section 31a funds to 
provide targeted academic and behavioral interventions where the data 
indicates the greatest need. 

 
3. What evidence-based interventions and services were implemented with the Section 31a At-

risk grant funds during the 2025-26 grant cycle? 
• During the 2025-26 grant cycle, Uplift Michigan Online School utilized 

Section 31a At-risk funds to implement and sustain the following evidence-
based interventions and services: 

i. Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) Framework: The district fully 
implemented a comprehensive MTSS framework to provide tiered 
academic and behavioral interventions tailored to the needs of 
struggling virtual learners.   

ii. Targeted Advisory Model: Uplift deploys a district-wide student 
advisory model designed to increase student engagement, provide 
regular check-ins, and foster strong academic partnerships with 
guardians to support student success in the virtual environment.   

iii. Data-Driven Instructional Adjustments: Funds supported the 
utilization of benchmark and state assessment analytics to identify 
learning gaps, monitor student growth, and drive targeted, small-
group instructional interventions.   

iv. Instructional Coaching: The district leveraged data-driven insights 
and distributed leadership structures to provide targeted 1-on-1 
coaching for educators, focusing on high-impact digital pedagogy and 
student engagement strategies specifically designed for at-risk 
pupils. 
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4. In what ways has the district collected feedback from parents or legal guardians on these 

interventions and services provided this year? 
• During the 2025-26 school year, Uplift Michigan Online School utilized 

multiple communication and data collection channels to gather feedback 
from parents and legal guardians regarding the effectiveness of our 
Section 31a funded interventions: 

i. Advisory Model Communication Channels: Through the 
implementation of our district-wide student advisory model, advisors 
and instructional staff maintained consistent, direct communication 
with guardians. This ongoing partnership served as a primary 
mechanism for gathering qualitative feedback on student 
engagement and intervention satisfaction.   

ii. Comprehensive Family Surveys: The district administered formal 
electronic surveys to parents and legal guardians to assess the 
perceived impact of academic and behavioral interventions, virtual 
pedagogy efficacy, and overall support services. 

iii. Virtual Parent-Teacher Conferences and IEP/504 Meetings: Uplift 
leveraged virtual conferences and specialized compliance meetings 
(including MTSS and special education reviews) to discuss individual 
student progress directly with families and document guardian 
feedback on the success of targeted instructional adjustments.   

iv. Board of Directors and Stakeholder Meetings: As part of the district's 
commitment to transparent partner relationships and governance, 
public board meetings provided an open forum for guardians to share 
feedback directly with school leadership and the Board of Directors 
regarding school-wide operations and support structures. 

 
5. Describe the method parents or legal guardians may use to provide feedback on the use of 

these funds. 
• Parents or legal guardians of Uplift Michigan Online School students may 

use several direct methods to provide feedback on the allocation and use 
of Section 31a At-risk grant funds: 

i. Public Comment at Board of Directors Meetings: Families are invited 
to attend regular, publicly noticed meetings of the Uplift Michigan 
Online School Board of Directors. A dedicated public comment period 
during these meetings allows guardians to provide direct verbal or 
written input regarding the school’s budget, programming, and use 
of state grant funds.   

ii. Direct Contact with School Administration: Parents and guardians 
can submit feedback, questions, or suggestions regarding at-risk 
programming at any time by contacting the school administration 
and leadership team directly via email or phone.   
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iii. Dedicated Advisory Model Outreach: Because every student is paired 
with a dedicated advisor, guardians have a direct line of 
communication to discuss the specific interventions their children are 
receiving and offer feedback on how those resources are impacting 
student success.   

iv. Participation in District Surveys: When formal electronic feedback 
surveys are distributed, guardians are provided with designated 
open-response fields to evaluate and submit written feedback on the 
district's academic support services and intervention strategies. 

 
For more information about Section 31a interventions and services available for your child(ren) 
contact:  
Elementary Principal – Dayna Lundberg at dayna.lundberg@uplift-mi.org  
OR  
Secondary Principal – Jon DeCou at jonathan.decou@uplift-mi.org  
 
To provide feedback or for more information on the use of Section 31a funding for the 2025-26 
school year contact: Superintendent – Tonya Lowry at tonya.lowry@uplift-mi.org  

For additional questions regarding the Section 31a At-risk grant contact: Superintendent – 
Tonya Lowry at tonya.lowry@uplift-mi.org 
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